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It is truly an honor to be here tonight with 

such a distinguished group to receive this 

recognition of the Puerto Rican Family Institute. I 

accept the distinction with much pride because it 

comes from an organization that I sincerely admire 

for the seriousness and effectiveness with which it 

is fulfilling its commitment with the Puerto Rican 

community in New York. 

My administration is committed to serve Puerto 

Ricans wherever they are. Our efforts to ensure 

respect for the rights of Puerto Ricans and for 

improving their lot in the mainland are evidence of 

this pledge. 

The success of the ATREVETE campaign, 

registering over 95,000 new voters for the past 

presidential election is a very important step, one 

for which we can feel very proud. Political 

analysts are predicting that the Puerto Rican vote 

will decide the elections for Mayor here. So let's 

get out the vote! 

Tonight I not only reaffirm our commitment but 

also announce that our support will be 
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strenghtened. I will create a new Cabinet level 

Department that will advocate for the Puerto 

Ricans' rights for social justice and well-being in 

the United States. These efforts will accentuate 

the presence and availability of the government of 

Puerto Rico as an instrument at the service of the 

Puerto Rican community in the mainland. 

This new Department will have a regular, 

permanent, non-partisan, political education 

program, instilling in the community consciousness 

of the supreme power of political will. It will 

also vigorously promote our culture, fostering 

creative opportunities for Puerto Ricans and 

disseminating our cultural endowments within and 

beyond our community. 

We will develop a human resources program to 

assist our young people in their educational goals, 

to promote vocational training, to support Puerto 

Rican professionals in meeting requirements for the 

excercise of their professions. 
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Also, we will seek to promote an aggressive 

employment program so that our people can attain 

strategic positioning through which they can better 

help our community. We will also provide technical 

assistance to small Puerto Rican bussinesses. 

In these ambitious goals we hope to work 

closely and productively with the existing 

community organizations, complementing and 

supporting their work and programs. 

The success of the efforts in behalf of our 

community hinges on the unity of its leaders. I am 

very grateful for the help you, as civic leaders, 

gave our ATREVETE campaign, and, furthermore, hope 

it will be extensive to our new enterprises 

I would like to thank again the Puerto Rican 

Family Institute for this distinction, which I 

accept on behalf of your brothers in Puerto Rico. 

Thank you. 
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